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!Dec. 188 1 . Mr, Common, Observations of Mimas. 77 

A series of measures of distance, taken one after the other as 
rapidly as possible, gave:— 

it 

16-5 
iS‘9 
203 
200 

The motion of the Comet was so perceptible and so rapid that 
accurate measures were impossible. The intervals of time be¬ 
tween the measures were not noted. 

June 30.—The appearance of the Comet had much changed ; 
the brightest portion of the fan was on the following side. A 
small ray or brush of light, slightly inclined to the direction of 
the tail, emanated from the nucleus. There appeared to be a 
bright space in front and surrounding the fan, and exterior to 
this a dark envelope. 

July 1.—The fan appeared smaller and symmetrical; the 
nucleus small and stellar. 

July 3.—The nucleus was very small. The fan appeared to 
be reduced to a curious wisp, springing from the nucleus and 
curved towards the preceding side. 

July 4.—The fan is symmetrical and somewhat resembling 
the appearance on June 30, with the brightest portion on the 
following side. 

July 6.—The fan is symmetrical, the central portion -being 
the brightest, and resembling the curved wisp observed July 3. 
A slight brush of light was noticed emanating from the nucleus 
in the direction of the tail. 

July 11.—The fan small and reduced to a very similar 
appearance to that noticed on July 3. 


Observations of Mimas, 1881. By A. A. Common, Esq. 

I give below some conjunctions of Mimas with end of ring, as 
observed with the three-foot reflector. 

G. M.T. 
h m 

Nov. 15 , at 12 43, Mimas was seen approaching sf conjunc¬ 
tion, and level with division in ring. 

12 59, not up. 

1 3 11'5, just seen nearly up, and not seen again 

(though looked for during half an hour), 
although no difference could be seen in 
the sky to account for this. 

Nov. 17 , at 10 20, Mimas not yet up. 

10 22, steadily seen, not up. 

10 24, up to sf conj. 

10 29, past. 
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Mr. Denning , Discovery of Comet c y 1881. xlii. 2, 

Nov. 19, at 12 23, neir nf conj. 

12 34, up ; difficult to see. 

12 39, considered past. 

Nov. 20, at 555, Mimas not yet up to sf conjunction. 

6 8, thought to be about up. 

6 14, considered past. 

Nov. 22, at 6 55, Mimas and Enceladus were nearly in a line 

drawn perpendicular to the major axis of 
ring, Mimas being nearest the end of 
ring. 

7 4 to 7 6, they were in a line. 

719, Enceladus much the nearest to end of ring. 

8 24, Mimas not yet up to ^/conjunction. 

8 29, very near, if not up. 

8 34, now up. 

841, past; hard to see. 

This satellite has been seen at other times, and is generally 
visible when clear of ring ; but it is a most difficult object in my 
three-foot telescope under the best conditions, when near the 
end of ring, even now when it is at some little distance apparently, 
Hyperion being very much easier to observe even at conjunction; 
it is therefore easily seen any fine night, when the Moon is not 
too near. 

Ealing : 

1881, December 8. 


Note on the Discovery of Comet c 1881 (Schaberle ). 

By W. F. Denning, Esq. 

From the heading to Captain Maling’s paper in the Monthly 
Notices for November, 1881, p. 49, and from the reports of the 
meeting of the R. A. S. in the Astronomical Register and Obser¬ 
vatory for December, where it is mentioned that “ Captain 
Mating discovered Comet c on the 14th of July, whereas Schaberle 
discovered it on the 15 th of July,” it would appear that there is 
here a claim to priority of discovery which, however, cannot be 
admitted on many grounds. Schaberle discovered it on the 
night of July 13, and determined the position as = a, 5 11 44 111 59 s , 
8,4-38° 37', at 14 11 47 m 30 s , Washington mean time; whereas 
Captain Maling’s alleged first observation was made on the evening 
of July 14. 

It is evident that the Comet “ of considerable magnitude” 
seen by Captain Maling in the constellation Camelopardus was 
not Schaberle’s Comet at all, but Comet discovered by Tebbutt 
at Windsor, N. S. W., on May 22, which occupied a position* 

* On July 14 at 13^, the nucleus of Comet b was near the star P. IX. 37 
(mag. 4*5), in the head of Camelopardus (a, 9 h i8 ra 38% 8,+ 8i° 53' i8")« 
Capt. Maling says the Comet he saw was about 20° from the horizon, directly 
under the polar star, which is impossible, because the altitude of Polaris at 
Grenada, West Indies, is only 12 0 . —W. P. D. 
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